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IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
FIRELANDS COMMUNITY HOS-
PITAL, SANDUSKY, OHIO 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, as Sandusky’s 
first hospital, Good Samaritan Hospital, which 
joined with Sandusky Memorial Hospital in 
1985 to create Firelands Community Hospital, 
has cared for generations of Sandusky area 
families. It gives me great pleasure today to 
commemorate the hospital’s 125th anniversary 
and its long tradition of providing quality health 
care to the community. 

The hospital can trace its roots to 1876, 
when Wilborforce Farr, the minister of Grace 
Church, Sandusky, and other community lead-
ers founded Good Samaritan Hospital, a place 
where everyone could receive health care, re-
gardless of their financial or social situation. 
For the past 125 years, the hospital has 
played a vital role in the lives of Sandusky 
area residents. 

In 1985, Firelands Community Hospital was 
established through the union of Good Samar-
itan and Sandusky Memorial Hospitals. At the 
time the merger of these two institutions was 
considered a bold, but necessary move. The 
federal government’s push to lower health 
care costs was forcing hospitals to reconsider 
how they did business. Those who did not 
adapt to the changing health care climate 
would suffer serious financial trouble. 

Although the decision to consolidate was 
not an easy one, the Board of Trustees and 
Professional Staffs of both hospitals had the 
foresight and initiative to put the needs of the 
community first. Their efforts provided the 
foundation for Firelands Community Hospital’s 
role as one of the area’s leading comprehen-
sive health care systems. 

Today, Firelands Community Hospital con-
tinues to provide new and innovative services 
and programs to meet the needs of the San-
dusky area community. More than 7000 inpa-
tients and 250,000 inpatients are served annu-
ally at four Sandusky facilities. In recent sur-
veys, Firelands has been rated the best in 
Erie County for quality of physician care, per-
sonal care and attention, most modern tech-
nology, physical environment and range of 
services. 

For the past one hundred twenty-five years 
Sandusky, area residents have entrusted their 
health care needs to Firelands Community 
Hospital, and I am confident they will continue 
to do so for generations to come.

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROGERS HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. ASA HUTCHINSON 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Rogers High School and its par-
ticipants in the ‘‘We the People . . . . . The 
Citizen and the Constitution’’ national finals. 

I am pleased to recognize the class from 
Rogers High School who represented Arkan-
sas in the national competition. The out-
standing young people who participated are: 
David Clay, Jessica Diaz, Mitch Dinowitz, 
Marcus Emerson, Kenni Floyd, Haris Hasic, 
Jared Janacek, Amanda Lay, Ashley Marcum, 
Dylan Mory, John O’Connor, Josh Reece, Ste-
phen Reed, Kyle Schoeller, Brian Shook, 
Bethany Simmons, Luke Siversen, Cody 
Steussy, Zack Taylor, David Young. The class 
is coached by Brenda Patton. 

‘‘We the People . . . . . The Citizen and 
the Constitution’’ is the nation’s most exten-
sive program dedicated to educating young 
people about our Constitution. Over 26 million 
students participate in the program, adminis-
tered by the Center for Civic Education. The 
national finals, which includes representatives 
from every state, simulates a congressional 
hearing in which students testify as constitu-
tional experts before a panel of judges. 

I wish these bright students the best of luck 
at the ‘‘We the People . . . . . The Citizen 
and the Constitution’’ national finals. They rep-
resent the Third District of Arkansas well, and 
I wish them all the best in their future aca-
demic pursuits.
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THIS YEAR, EARTH DAY MEANS 
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Sunday, America celebrated its 31st an-
nual Earth Day. In the past, Earth Day has 
been a day of both preservation and celebra-
tion. The day has symbolized our commitment 
to preserving the Earth’s beauty for the enjoy-
ment of future generations. This year, how-
ever, Earth Day means much more. This year, 
we are not using Earth Day as a catalyst for 
the creation of new and innovative ways to 
keep our environment clean and healthy. This 
year, we are not spending Earth Day talking 
about reducing air pollution and cleaning up 
the water we drink. This year, Earth Day is not 
a celebration of the environmental accomplish-
ments of the past 31 years. 

Instead, this year, we are spending Earth 
Day toe-to-toe with the Bush Administration to 
simply maintain the status quo of our country’s 
environmental policies. This year, we are 
spending Earth Day fighting against the spe-
cial interests of oil and gas companies. This 
year, we are celebrating Earth Day with a re-
turn to the careless and unhealthy environ-
mental practices of the 1970s. This year, 
Earth Day means more than it has ever meant 
before. 

In the first 100 days of President Bush’s 
term in office, the Administration has sought to 
eliminate nearly every major environmental 
advancement of the past twenty years. Wheth-
er it is trying to drill for oil in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), failing to re-
duce the amount of carbon dioxide emissions 
into the air, or halting a plan to lower arsenic 
levels in drinking water, the Bush Administra-
tion has made it clear that it is not serious 
about protecting our environment. 

In Florida, we are facing the relentlessness 
of the oil and gas industries. As recently as 
last Sunday, the Bush Administration restated 
its plan to auction nearly six million acres off 
of the coast of Florida’s Panhandle for the pur-
poses of drilling for oil and natural gas. This 
is a plan that Floridians have both feared and 
rejected. Florida has maintained a position 
that any drilling will not occur within 100 miles 
of Florida’s coast. While Florida’s neighboring 
states have chosen to move forward with off-
shore drilling programs, the people of Florida 
have recognized the environmental dangers of 
offshore drilling and chosen not to move for-
ward with any such program. 

Drilling off the coast of Florida’s Panhandle 
could have devastating outcomes. Studies 
show that the cost of offshore drilling far out-
weighs the benefits. The potential for oil spills 
and life-threatening accidents is there. The 
construction of oil rigs, combined with contin-
ued drilling, will undoubtably disrupt the ma-
rine ecosystem that currently exists. One only 
has to look at pictures of an oil rig sinking off 
the coast of Brazil to recognize the real dan-
gers of offshore drilling. Now, the Administra-
tion is seeking not only to destroy Florida’s al-
ready delicate environment, but to do it 
against the obvious wishes of Florida’s people 
and government. 

This year, we must view Earth Day as an 
opportunity to rally our troops and fight against 
the special interests that have been dictating 
environmental roll backs for the past 100 
days. If the Administration will not fight against 
the oil and gas companies, then we must. We 
have a responsibility to recognize the role that 
we play in preserving our environment. If we 
do not recognize and accept this responsi-
bility, then no one will.
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CONGRATULATING JOHN DIENER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor John Diener for receiving the 
Award of Distinction from the College of Agri-
cultural and Environmental Sciences at the 
University of California, Davis. 

The award is the highest designation given 
by the college to individuals whose contribu-
tions enrich the image and reputation of the 
college and enhance its ability to provide pub-
lic service. 

Diener earned a degree in agricultural eco-
nomics in 1974. He worked as a pest control 
advisor, specializing in viticulture, for six years 
before beginning a farm operation in 1980. In 
20 years his farm grew from 640 acres to 
4,500 acres. He began organic production 
practices and helped develop Greenway Or-
ganic Farms. 

Diener has supported research and started 
field studies on reclaiming farmland that suf-
fers from high underground water tables. This 
sort of research has set the foundation for 
growers to grow crops on acreage considered 
too salty. The success of his new farming 
methods can be seen by the abundant har-
vesting of crops on land that had previously 
been considered non-fertile soil. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate John 

Diener on his Award of Distinction. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating John 
and wishing him many more years of contin-
ued success.

f 

COMMENDING THE VIRGIN IS-
LANDS FRESHWATER ASSOCIA-
TION, INC. 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
this occasion to commend an outstanding 
group of Virgin Islanders—Helen George-New-
ton, Eldra Malone-Drew, Ava Stagger, Carol 
Stagger, Kenneth ‘‘Cisco’’ Francis and 
Renaldo Chinnery, who, as residents of New 
York, recognized the need to preserve and 
promote the culture of the Virgin Islands. In 
March of 1991, they officially established the 
Virgin Islands Freshwater Yankees, which was 
later incorporated as the Virgin Islands Fresh-
water Association, Inc. 

Since then, the Association has grown to 75 
dedicated members, who contribute to their 
Virgin Islands community through educational 
scholarships, supplying equipment to the 
health facilities on all three islands, helping 
our senior citizens and the underprivileged 
children, providing supplies during natural dis-
asters or emergency occurring in the territory. 

Although this organization takes their re-
sponsibilities seriously, they also find time to 
have fun and participate in the annual carnival 
activities on St. Thomas and St. Croix. 

They also serve as an oasis for Virgin Is-
landers on the mainland by sponsoring yearly 
social events. They promote and offer guid-
ance to the other Virgin Islands associations 
throughout the United States and continue to 
preserve the values that are the roots of their 
heritage. 

For the past ten years, in commemoration of 
the day that the Virgin Islands were trans-
ferred from the Danish government to the 
United States, ‘‘Virgin Islands Transfer Day’’, 
this organization has honored numerous out-
standing Virgin Islanders in the area of sports, 
politics, education, health and community in-
volvement. This year, the organization and all 
of its past honorees was recognized at the 
Tenth Anniversary Transfer Day Dinner Dance 
held in New York on March 31, 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize and com-
mend the Virgin Islands Freshwater Associa-
tion, Inc. as an outstanding model for commu-
nity involvement and the preservation of their 
culture. I invite my colleagues to join with me 
in congratulating the efforts of this organiza-
tion.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BONNIE 
GARTSHORE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Bonnie Gartshore, a 

woman of letters and history who will be hon-
ored in Monterey, California on June 9. 

The living memory of Monterey and Pacific 
Grove, Bonnie is a mild-mannered journalist, a 
determined educator, an accomplished poet 
and a lifelong human-rights activist. 

She was a feminist before the term was 
coined. And as a devoted Catholic, she has 
always displayed her conviction, piety and hu-
manity through her life and her work. 

Bonnie was introduced at a tribute dinner at 
Carmel Mission in 1983 as ‘‘a true 
peacemonger and an incorrigible advocate for 
the poor and beleaguered.’’ At that dinner 
Bonnie, ever the teacher, called attention to 
the statues of Benny Bufano, pointing out that 
he always turned the palms of hands outward, 
‘‘open to receive and also to let go.’’ That’s an 
important lesson, Bonnie explained. ‘‘Some-
thing I have learned: If you are busy hanging 
onto things, you are going to miss a lot along 
the way.’’ 

Bonnie was born in Monterey 75 years 
ago—on Nov. 23, 1925—in the heyday of the 
sardine industry that was centered just a few 
blocks from her Filmore Street home. She 
called it a great place for living and learning, 
with few houses and a mix of people that in-
cluded school principals, doctors, drunks and 
bums. 

It was the Monterey that John Steinbeck 
wrote about. And it conditioned her for life. ‘‘I 
wasn’t surprised by anything because I had 
seen it all growing up,’’ she said later. As for 
childhood: ‘‘What I did as a young girl growing 
up in the New Monterey that used to be, was 
soak in the twin pleasures of forest and 
beach, develop a delight in reading and a curi-
osity about people and places, and absorb the 
values of my mother, who was a mixture of 
middle-class morality and liberal political 
views.’’ 

Her parents tried to calm her independence 
by sending her to Catholic school in the 
1930s, hoping the nuns would straighten her 
out. But Bonnie ended up writing some of the 
services and sermons for the priests of the di-
ocese. Bonnie is one of the few women ever 
asked to deliver a homily at San Carlos Ca-
thedral. She did it, of course, preaching on her 
theme: ‘‘Jesus doesn’t leave anyone out.’’ 

She graduated from San Carlos School in 
1939 and went on to Pacific Grove High 
School, where she discovered a knack for 
writing and became editor of the school news-
paper. Bonnie then went to San Jose State 
College as a journalism major. She edited the 
campus paper, the Spartan Daily, of course, 
and graduated with honors in 1947. 

Once out of school, Bonnie went to work for 
the Monterey Peninsula Herald and started 
what has become a 53-year association as a 
writer and editor through three locations and 
four owners. She began her career in the soci-
ety section, where ‘‘the girls’’ were assigned in 
those days, as the assistant editor. Her first 
office was in the tower of the building at Pearl 
and Washington Streets, which was The Her-
ald’s location in those days, Morgan’s Coffee 
& Tea these days. 

Bonnie’s first stint with The Herald lasted for 
15 years. Then she left to tour England and 
Scotland, work for the Paso Robles Daily 
Press, do research in Big Sur, and work as 
assistant editor of The Observer, the weekly 

newspaper of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Monterey. She also took a variety of jobs that 
included writing advertising brochures, doing 
publicity for the Monterey County and Santa 
Cruz County Fairs and writing the introduction 
to an aphrodisiac cookbook. 

Bonnie also handled special sections for 
The Herald and wrote occasional stories for 
The Herald’s Weekend Magazine until she 
eventually returned full time. In 1990, after es-
tablishing herself as Monterey’s ‘‘historian in 
residence,’’ she started a weekly history col-
umn, Looking Back, for The Herald. The Mon-
terey History & Art Association recently pub-
lished a collection of those columns as a book 
titled ‘‘Footprints from the Past.’’ 

Bonnie also developed a writers’ workshop 
for the inmates at the Soledad Correctional 
Training Facility. She described it at the time 
as ‘‘something useful I could do.’’ Subse-
quently, she was hired by Hartnell College in 
Salinas to teach English and speech classes 
at the prison, an avocation that lasted for a 
20-year stretch. During that time, Bonnie 
staged a poetry reading at the Carl Cherry 
Center for the Arts in Carmel in order to raise 
money to publish a book of the convicts’ 
poems. 

She has also published two books of her 
own poetry, ‘‘Trying to Put it Together’’ in 
1988 and ‘‘Taking My Cue from the Walrus’’ in 
2000. 

Beyond her professional pursuits, Bonnie’s 
devotion to religion has made her a lifelong 
activist for peace and social justice. ‘‘In the 
1960s I came to understand that religion and 
activism go hand in hand,’’ she explained. 

She picketed with the United Farm Workers 
before it became fashionable, marched with 
civil rights and peace groups, helped organize 
a Monterey memorial of the bombing of Hiro-
shima, interviewed the homeless and pre-
sented programs about humanity in Monterey, 
Pacific Grove and Carmel. She organized pro-
grams for Catholic women, presented retreats 
and wrote liturgies for the priests of the other 
gender. 

Bonnie has made her home in Pacific Grove 
for the past 45 years, where she’s been active 
in anything literary, including the Monterey Pe-
ninsula Dickens Fellowship, The Robert Louis 
Stevenson Club of Monterey and the Cherry 
Foundation in Carmel. 

In 1989, when Bonnie was presented the 
Woman of the Year award from the Quota 
Club of Monterey-Pacific Grove, she told that 
audience: ‘‘I’m learning all the time. . . . 
There were all these people along the way, all 
the wonderful people I was learning from.’’

f 

COMMEMORATING ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise with my colleagues to remember one 
of the great tragedies of the twentieth century: 
the deportations and massacres of more than 
one and a half million Armenians in the final 
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